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Findorff, Alliant Energy support 
2008 Arbuthnot Honor Lecture
J.H. Findorff & Son and Alliant Energy contributed about $4,500 through 
the SCLS Foundation to support two days of programming and activities in 
celebration of math and science and literacy.
 Findorff donated $2,500 to pay for an honorary luncheon at the Madison 
Club for David Macaulay, who was in Madison to present the 2008 May 
Hill Arbuthnot Honor Lecture. Each year, an individual of distinction in the 
fi eld of children’s literature is chosen to write and deliver a lecture that will 
make a signifi cant contribution to the world of children’s literature. The 
award is administered by the Association for Library Service to Children 

(ALSC), a division of the 
American Library Associ-
ation (ALA).
   His lecture, titled 
“Thirteen Studios ,” 
was held at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 17, 
2008, at the Monona 
Terrace Community and 
Convention Center in 
Madison. This year’s host 
was the South Central 
Library System, which 
helps libraries serve the 
public in Adams, Columbia, 
Dane, Green, Portage, Sauk 
and Wood counties. Dan 
Peterson, Vice President of 
Finance, and his wife, Mary, 
represented Findorff at the 
luncheon.
   More than 600 people 

attended the lecture, a video archive of which can be accessed at www.
scls.info/arbuthnot08/.
 The Arbuthnot lecture was a part of a two-day celebration of math and 
science literacy that SCLS kicked off with the “Building Blocks: Early Math 
Concepts” workshop on April 16 at the Overture Center in Madison. Alliant

First-year
refl ections:
by Foundation President
Linda Davis-Brown

As president of the South Central 
Library System Foundation, I’ve 
refl ected recently on the Founda-
tion’s accomplishments over the 
past year, and I am pleased with 
the progress toward our long-
term goals.
    We have made a great start 
with a number of noteworthy 
supporters on the honorary 
committee. They were recog-
nized at a reception, hosted by 
former Gov. Tony Earl, at the law 
fi rm of Quarles and Brady. We 
also have a viable website that 
can accept electronic gifts.
    Our fi rst solicitation letter was 
successful in garnering gifts 
from more than 50 donors, and 
with those contributions we 
sponsored a national literary 
lecture (the May Hill Arbuthnot 
Honor Lecture) on April 17. 
You can fi nd a link to the video 
archive of the lecture at www.
scls.info/arbbuthnot08/. In 
conjunction with that lecture, we 
were able to get two corporate 
grants in support of an early math 
and science literacy initiative to 
help libraries throughout the area 
serve children.

–see Foundation on page 2

David Macaulay, author and illustrator, during 
his Arbuthnot Honor Lecture.

–see Arbuthnot on page 3
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Nueva Cancion entertains the crowd.

El día de los niños/El día de los 
libros (Children’s Day/Book Day), 
also known as Día, is an annual 
celebration of children, families, 
cultures and reading, and on May 
3, 2008, an SCLS Foundation contri-
bution of $1,500 funded a special 
literacy event in Madison.

 The project brought together 
partners such as South Central Library 
System, Madison Public Library 
(South Madison Branch), Centro 
Hispano, Unidos Against Domestic 
Violence, Harambee South Madison 
Health and Family Center, Wisconsin 
Public Television, and Nueva Cancion 

Foundation supports literacy through
Dia de los Niños/Dia de los Libros event

(a Latin folk music group). About 150 
children and parents participated in 
the afternoon event.
 Participants received books 
(in English and Spanish), pencils, 
bookmarks, craft projects, coloring 
pages, and information about the 
South Madison Branch Library and 

its many services. Participants 
also were eligible to win one 
of 10 refurbished children’s 
bicycles, donated by Wheels 
for Winners.Library staff 
estimated that they created 15 
new library cards for people 
who attended the event and 
also sent applications home 
with several others. The event 
also featured Nuria Vega 
Moffat, a bilingual face painter 
who was hired for the event. 
She did beautiful designs 
on the children’s faces, and 
stayed to the end of the event 
and beyond to make sure 
every child who wanted face 
painting got it.
 Plans are already underway 
for next year’s literacy event.

 The foundation also sponsored a multicultural literacy 
event (Dia de los Ninos) on May 3. The event, held
 at Madison Public LIbrary’s South Madison Branch, 
attracted more than 150 children and parents.
 We have a growing number of member libraries 
involved and enthusiastic about raising funds for their 

Foundation makes strides in fi rst year–from page 1Foundation makes strides in fi rst year–from page 1Foundation makes strides in fi rst year

Visit the SCLS Foundation online at

www.sclsfoundation.org/

specifi c accounts, and in the coming year we hope 
to substantially increase the number of donors to The 
Campaign to Enhance Public Libraries. We really want to 
help those who would like to support libraries, and let 
them do it in ways that that will leave a lasting legacy to 
their belief in the valuable role that public libraries play.
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Arbuthnot
from page 1

Energy provided $2,000 to help fund this workshop 
for 50 librarians representing the system, state, 
region and even Kentucky. 
 Whether it’s including counting activities and 
appropriate concept books in preschool programs or 
creating after-school activity programs for older kids, 
public libraries are perfectly situated to address these 
academic shortcomings by including very early math 
(and science!) skills in their library story times and 
other programs for youth. The goal of the workshop 
was to help librarians learn more about early math 
and discover ways to seamlessly weave math and 
science concepts into library programs.

SCLS Director Phyllis Davis toasted Dan Peterson, Vice 
President of Finance, and his wife, Mary (not pictured), who 
represented Findorff at the luncheon.

Note: The names of Charter Members 
are in bold.

$10,000+
Gordon & Judith Faulkner

$5,000+
Daniel & Marcia Smith

Stewards - $1,000 +
Alliant Energy
Phyllis Davis*
Delta Properties
DEMCO, Inc.
Judith & Gordon Faulkner
J.H. Findorff & Son
Peter & Ann Hamon
Janet & Thomas Pugh

Patrons - $999 - $500
Bob Blitzke & Jane Grogan
Anne Iwata
Denise Marino & Herb Paaren
Larry J. Martin & Martha Cranley
Lenice Pafford*
Jack & Jodi Sweeney
Kathryn Trudell

Benefactors - $499 - $250
Pete & Sarah Blum
Greg & Beth Crews
Chuck & June Hanson
Brad & Maureen Palmer*
Stanley Talarek

Sponsors - $249 - $100
Anonymous (7)
Alicia Ashman
John & Ruth Boll*
Jim Bredeson
Tom Brown

Francis & Beverly Cherney
James & Nancy Dast
Mary R. Davidson
Linda Davis Brown
Anthony Earl
Peggy Ellerkamp
Karen Faster
Barbara & Raymond Hamel
David Maraniss*
Terry McIlroy
Jacquelyn Mitchard
National Mutual Benefi t
Mike Nonn
Rita H. Plummer*
Brinnan Shaffer
Bruce E. Smith & Jennifer M.
Markwiese

WEA Credit Union
Roger & Kristi Williams
Woodman’s Food Markets

Advocates - $99 - $50
Anonymous (6)*
Richard Barden
Victoria Billings
Charles Bunge
Brian & Vicky Coulter
Carla DiIorio*
Carol Froistad*
Kirsten Houtman
Mary Knapp*
Carrie Kruse & Ellen Pryor
Abigail Loomis & Frank Court
Nancy E. Nelson
Jane Pearlmutter
Karen Timm
Dan & Irene Zimmerman

Friends - $49 - $25
Anonymous (2)*
R. Bruce Allison 
Jane Bannerman
Ulrike Dieterle
Janet Dushek
Jaime Healy-Plotkin
Dianne McAfee Hopkins*
Charles & Natalie Moritz
Gary Paulson & Jean Ruenger
Hanson

Lisa Selje
Anne Vogl
Marjorie Westergard
Cheryl Zobel*

*Remembrance Gifts
In memory of Richard P. Draine by 

Anonymous 
In memory of Marcia Fuller by 

Anonymous (2) 
In memory of Eleanor & Ray Carberry 

by Anonymous
In memory of Rachel Schenk by John 

& Ruth Boll 
In honor of Bob Blitzke by Phyllis 

Davis
In memory of Caroline Davis by Carla 

DiIorio, Carol Froistad & Mary 
Knapp

In memory of Charlie Hitt by Dianne 
McAfee Hopkins

In honor of Mary & Elliott Maraniss by 
David Maraniss

In memory of Charles Pafford by 
Lenice Pafford

Please see Charter members on page 4

Contributors to the SCLS Foundation
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In honor of Pete & Colleen McIntyre 
by Brad & Maureen Palmer

In honor of all people who love their 
libraries by Rita H. Plummer

In honor of the Mt. Horeb Public 
Library by Cheryl Zobel 

Contributions for Specifi c Libraries
Cottage Grove
Karsten Sale ($500)
Grainger ($1,500)
A Paul Jones Charitable Trust 

($10,000)
Monroe Public Library
David Deininger ($100)
Monroe Jaycees ($500)
Green County Piano Teacher 

($300)
Marilyn Hubbard Memorial 

($1,207)
Carl W. or Mary Dow Ross ($50)
Roundy’s Supermarkets Inc. 

($216.46)

Matching funds double 
Lodi contributions
Library membership in the SCLS 
Foundation can provide many 
benefi ts, one of which was experi-
enced recently by the Lodi Woman’s 
Club Public Library.
 According to Peg Hilliker, library 
director, joining the SCLS Foundation 
has meant her library is eligible to 
receive employer matching funds 
they could not get before.
 “A local lawyer told us it would 
cost about $1,000 to do the work for 
us to obtain 501(c)(3) designation 
as a charitable organization,” Hilliker 
said. “Being a member of the SCLS 
Foundation gave us that benefi t 
without the expense, and the SCLS 
Foundation did all the work.”

 The payoff, Hilliker said, was 
that the library recently received 
employer matching donations 
from the Kraft Foods Matching 
Gift Program and the Air Products 
Foundation Matching Gifts program.
 “Being a member of the SCLS 
Foundation has really been a signif-
icant benefi t to our library,” Hilliker 
said. “Not only did we eliminate the 
cost of obtaining our own non-profi t 
status, membership allowed us to 
secure matching funds that would 
have otherwise been unavailable.”
 To learn more about SCLS 
Foundation membership for your 
library, contact Phyllis Davis at (608) 
246-7975.


