
From the Ground UpSouth Central Library System

Foundation

4610 S. Biltmore Lane, Suite 101, Madison, WI 53718 www.sclsfoundation.org (608) 246-7975

Serving libraries in Adams, Columbia, Dane, Green, Portage, Sauk and Wood Counties.

The campaign to enhance public librariesVol. 3, No. 1 • Fall 2010

Ceremony to be held Nov. 10, 2010

Davis, Keen to receive Foundation’s ‘Cornerstone Award’
In recognition of their lifetime of work 
in support of area libraries, includ-
ing the South Central Library System 
Foundation, Phyllis Davis and Bob 
Keen will receive the “Cornerstone 
Award” at a Nov. 10, 2010, fundrais-
ing reception. The event will again 
be held in the Atrium of Promega 
Corporation’s BioPharmaceutical 
Technology Center, 445 East Cheryl 
Parkway, Fitchburg, WI.
 “This second annual award is the 
perfect time to say thank you to two 

people who have made significant 
contributions to the improvement of 
library service in their own communi-
ties and throughout the South Central 
Library System,” said Linda Davis-
Brown, foundation board president. 
The award is given to an individual or 
individuals who have had a significant 
and long-term impact on enhancing 
public libraries in South Central Wis-
consin and represent the values and 

mission of the SCLS Foundation.
 “I can think of no better way to 
honor Phyllis and Bob than by helping 
to raise funds for the SCLS Founda-
tion,” Davis-Brown said. “This recep-
tion will be a great follow-up to last 
year’s inaugural event, which raised 
more than $18,000 for the SCLS 
Foundation.”
 Phyllis worked for the South Cen-

—please see Cornerstone on page 2

Libraries address 
core principles
by Linda Davis-Brown, 
Foundation President

When I was growing up in a small 
farming community in Illinois, the 
library was the cornerstone of our 
close-knit society. Our library held 
fund raisers for community members 
who lost their homes due to fires and 
natural disasters. Our library spon-
sored food drives and local social 
events. And of course, our library 
promoted reading and learning.
 Fortunately, some things in life do 
not change. Our libraries continue to 
foster reading, community, reach-
ing one’s potential, and giving to 
those in need. The SCLS Foundation 
is committed to all of those prin-
ciples. Using directed resources, the 
Foundation has been able to support 
family literacy programs and the

—please see Libraries on page 3

Lodi says foundation is ‘easy money’
by Trish Priewe, Board Member

Easy money: that’s our library’s experience participating in the South 
Central Library System Foundation. Seriously! 
     Over the last several years, the Lodi Public Library has received 
countless “unasked” gifts, all thanks to our participation in this 
registered 501(c)(3). What I mean by “unasked” is that we didn’t 
directly solicit or market to these 
people or businesses – they 
came to us independently and 
unexpectedly.
     Let me explain. It isn’t that we 
haven’t solicited donations, but 
our most successful campaign 
was a wide-spread, general 
informational marketing of the 
giving program. We found our library supporters did the work for us 
by carrying that information to employers or investment partners.
     Once our library became part of the SCLS Foundation in 2008, I 
wrote a news brief that was published in the local newspaper (see 
copy on page 4). I tried to keep it as simple as possible. Honestly – 
people who benefit from the tax advantages of a 501(c)(3) already 
know what it is; if you have to explain it, it probably doesn’t apply.

—please see Lodi on page 4
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Libraries are instrumental in 
shaping the quality of life in 
our communities, and captur-
ing and sharing these personal 
stories is a way to capitalize 
on the goodwill libraries gen-
erate.
That is the thrust behind the website 
“Libraries for Real Life,” which can be 
explored at www.librariesforreallife.
org.
 Not only are these stories inspi-
rational, but they can be extremely 
important advocacy tools as we con-

tinue to navigate our way through 
the difficult economic times that are 
plaguing libraries across the country. 
These stories have the potential to 
dramatically reinforce public attitudes 
toward libraries. This is the driving 
force behind the project “Libraries 
For Real Life,” and the reason SCLS 

continues to urge library users 
to visit the site and tell their 
stories.
 The title – “Libraries For Real 
Life” – reinforces the reality 
that today’s public libraries 

are vibrant, dynamic community 
resources that meet the informa-
tion, education, and recreational 
needs of residents of all ages. There 
is little doubt about the impact librar-
ies have, and sharing these stories 
is critical to the continued success of 
these vital community institutions.
 For more information about the 
project, click on the website’s “Learn 
More” link.

Explore ‘Libraries for Real Life’ website

Cornerstone Award 
Nov. 10
from page 1

tral Library System (SCLS) in various 
capacities since 1985, and as direc-
tor starting in March 2006.
 “My life’s work has been dedi-
cated to libraries and the services 
they provide to residents, and my 
time at SCLS, especially as director, 
was incredibly fulfilling,” Davis said. 
“It was an exciting opportunity to 
help shape the future of library ser-
vice across our seven-county area, 
and I’m fortunate to have been able 
to work with so many talented and 
dedicated people.”
 Bob Keen has been a Green 
County Library Board trustee for 
more than 30 years, and has served 
on the SCLS Board of Trustees for 
25 years. He also served about 10 
years on the board of the Wisconsin 
Library Trustees Association.
 “I consider it an honor to have 
spent so much of my life support-
ing the noble work of libraries and 
librarians,” Bob said. 
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SCLS Foundation Member Libraries
  Adjusted
Member Libraries % Share Market Value

Adams County Library 1.11% $3,444.99 

Angie W. Cox Public Library (Pardeeville) 1.87% $5,856.49 

Black Earth Public Library 0.17% $532.41 

Brodhead Memorial Public Library 0.22% $689.00 

Cottage Grove Community Library 0.20% $626.36 

Friends of McFarland Library 0.34% $1,064.82 

Jane Morgan Memorial Library (Cambria) 0.34% $1,064.82 

Kraemer Library & Community Center (Plain) 0.17% $532.41 

LaValle Public Library 0.48% $1,503.27 

Lodi Woman’s Club Public Library 3.03% $9,489.39 

Marshfield Public Library Foundation 0.34% $1,064.82 

Mazomanie Free Library 15.69% $49,138.11 

Monroe Public Library 43.84% $137,298.59 

Reedsburg Public Library 0.62% $1,941.72 

SCLS Foundation 23.49% $73,566.24 

Sun Prairie Public Library Foundation 7.93% $24,835.26 

Wyocena Public Library 0.17% $532.41 

Totals 100.00% $313,181.09 

SCLS Foundation 
Contributors
These people have donated to the 
SCLS Foundation since Jan. 1, 2010. 
The category in which each is listed 
represents their total Foundation 
contribution to date.

Stewards – $1,000 +
Peter Hamon
Janet Pugh
Kathryn Trudell

Benefactors – $499 - $250
National Mutual Benefit

Sponsors – $249 - $100
John & Ruth Boll
John & Patricia Noel
Dave Odahl
Woodman’s

Advocates – $99 - $50
Ulrike Dieterle
Barb & Raymond Hamel

Contributions for Specific Libraries

Cottage Grove Public Library

 Gary Ferron ($25)

Lodi Woman’s Club Public Library

 Alliant Energy ($300)

 Kaiser Permanente Community 
Giving Campaign ($30)

 Kraft Foods Matching Gift 
Program ($100)

  Christopher Schenherr ($48.50)

Dia de los Ninos event, to name just 
a few.
 Fortunately for public libraries, 
the SCLS Foundation 
can provide needed 
assistance with invest-
ment opportunities, the 
realization of funding for 
new technology initia-
tives, and financial sup-
port for special literacy 
programs.  In partner-
ship with member 
libraries and private con-
tributors, we can build 
community, provide opportunities 
for children and adults to learn and 

grow, encourage and support eco-
nomic development, and secure the 
promise of public libraries for future 

generations.
 As we near the close 
of another year, I’d like 
to express my appre-
ciation to outgoing 
board member Barbara 
Brewer for her service 
to the SCLS Founda-
tion. Barbara previ-
ously served as the 
director of the Monroe 
Public Library, before 

retiring in June.
 Replacing her on the Foundation 

board is Trish Priewe, who is the co-
director of the Lodi Woman’s Club 
Public Library. Trish has worked at 
the Lodi Public Library since June 
2004 and has been the co-director 
since Spring 2009. Previously, Trish 
had a sales career spanning news-
paper ads, wine, and Dodge Viper 
parts. She has an undergraduate 
journalism degree from UW-Eau 
Claire, is a rock ’n’ roll lover, con-
temporary quilter, and vampire 
book aficionado. 

Libraries address same principles—from page 1

Trish Priewe
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 Additionally, we used the entire 
cover of our library newsletter 
to discuss corporate giving. 
We ran two “handing over the 
check” photos of our co-directors 
with local business leaders. The 
article gave examples of four 
area businesses that have made 
giving back to the community (and 
specifically, the library) a part of 
their corporate culture. And we 
ran the news brief text again in a 
highlighted box.
In the two years since, Lodi 
Public Library has received SCLS 
Foundation donations fairly 
regularly from donors who got 
involved at the beginning. It seems 
that once you’re “on the list” as 
part of corporate giving programs, 

Lodi and the SCLS Foundation—from page 1

employees and partners will select 
the library for their donations!
 Simply, these are donations 
that would not have been made 
without our participation in the 
SCLS Foundation. Joining this 
established 501(c)(3) has allowed 

us entry into corporate giving 
programs for which we would be 
otherwise ineligible. It’s been a 
rather effortless way for our small 
library to build an Endowment 
Fund nest egg for the future of our 
community library. 

Lodi news brief text

Library gains 501(c)(3) status
 The Lodi Public Library has gained 501(c)(3) tax status by joining 
the South Central Library System Foundation with gift and memorial 
funds held in its endowment fund.
   Section 501(c)(3) is a tax law provision for non-profit 
organizations. This special status can be important when raising 
funds because it allows tax deductions for some types of donors. 
   Please see your tax professional for information on tax deductible 
donations.


