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After a busy professional life in 
nursing, Pat Townsend retired to 
Adams County in 1979 and began 
her involvement with public librar-
ies. On Nov. 19, 2015, she will be 
recognized for her countless efforts 
as the recipient of the South Central 
Library System (SCLS) Foundation 
Cornerstone Award. You can make 
a contribution to honor Pat at www.
sclsfoundation.org, or you can send a 
check to the SCLS Foundation, 4610 
S. Biltmore Lane, Suite 101, Madi-
son, WI 53718.
  “This year marks the seventh 
award to honor an individual who 
has made significant contributions to 
the improvement of library service in 
their own communities, throughout 
the South Central Library System, 
and statewide,” said Cindy Fes-
emyer, foundation board president 
and director of the Columbus Public 

Library. “Pat is an excellent choice 
because of her selfless service 
since 1979.”
 The award is given to an indi-
vidual or individuals who have 
had a significant and long-term 
impact on enhancing public librar-
ies in South Central Wisconsin and 
represent the values and mission 
of the SCLS Foundation. This year’s 
fundraising award reception will 
be held from 5-7 p.m. at 205 Vino, 
205 De Witt Street in  Portage. 
(www.facebook.com/pages/205-
VINO/488389724515093).
 “Libraries have always been 
a part of my life, so naturally I 
became a patron when I moved 
to Adams County in 1979,” Pat 
said. “One of the first things I did 
was help develop a “Friends of the 
Library” group that sponsored the 
first ‘Chocolate Affair’ fundraiser.” 

Ceremony scheduled Nov. 19 in Portage

Pat Townsend to receive 2015 ‘Cornerstone Award’

That fundraiser continues today, and 
Pat said the Adams County Public 
Library Friends also promotes classic 
film shows, children’s programming, 
and many other events as needed. 
The group has also sponsored art 
shows of local artists and other local 
presentations of music and art.
 After years of involvement, Pat 
said she was asked to serve on the 
community committee assigned to 
plan a new community center that 
would include a new library, senior 
center and space for UW-Extension. 
“It was so exciting because the new 
library would more than double the

Please see Townsend honored on page 2

Pat Townsend

Nominate your library for awards
Public libraries are unique local institutions, touching the lives of resi-
dents in untold ways. In recognition of the unique role libraries play, the 
South Central Library System (SCLS) Foundation will again present three 

library awards as part of the 
2015 Cornerstone Award fun-
draising reception on Nov. 19 
in Portage.
   In addition to the Corner-
stone Award presentation, 
library staff members, trustees, 

Please see Awards on page 2
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space of the previous building,” Pat 
said.
 Pat continues to serve on the 
Adams County Library Board, a 
position she said she hopes to fill 
for many more years to come. She 
has also served as a member of the 
South Central Library System Board 
of Trustees, and continues to partici-
pate when needed.
 According to Fesemyer, the sev-
enth annual Cornerstone Award 
Reception continues a fundraising 
tradition that has raised more than 
$70,000 for the foundation in six 
years.

Townsend honored for years of service to libraries—from page 1

 Again this year, the SCLS Founda-
tion will present three awards to 
recognize the amazing work public 
libraries do every day while serving 
their communities. You can make 
nominations for the award by visit-
ing www.sclsfoundation.org/corner-
stone/awards.html. The awards are 
(see article on page 1):

 ● Super Awesome Library Award

 ● Program Wizard Award

 ● Giddy Up Partner Award

“The annual Cornerstone Award 
fundraising reception is an excellent 
opportunity to shine the spotlight on 

someone who has given so much 
of herself to public libraries,” Fes-
emyer said. “It’s also a great way 
to raise money for the Foundation, 
which in turn makes funds available 
for projects that benefit all member 
public libraries.” This year the Foun-
dation made $5,000 available to 
purchase ebook titles for Wisconsin’s 
Digital Library (OverDrive collection), 
thereby reducing library costs, and 
$3,900 for the purchase of 10 Lego 
Mindstorms robot kits.
 The corporate sponsor for the 
2015 Cornerstone Award Reception 
is the Gordon Flesch Company.

friends, or residents can nominate 
their library to recognize the amaz-
ing work public libraries do every day 
while serving their communities. The 
awards and descriptions are listed 
below. To make an online nomina-
tion, visit the Foundation website 
at www.sclsfoundation.org/corner-
stone/awards.html. All nominations 
must be submitted by 5 p.m. Mon-
day, Oct. 26, 2015.

 ● Super Awesome Library 
Award—For the library that 
was overall awesome in 2015. 
Maybe they handled a tough 
situation with grace. Or took a 
new approach. Or found a lot 
of money under a rock and did 
something really cool with it. 
Or got a lot of local support and 
kudos because they play well 
with others. Or are just plain 
super awesome every day.

 ● Program Wizard Award—For a 
super creative, innovative and 
fun library program created by 
library staff. In the library or out. 
For babies or seniors or anyone in 
between. A one-off or a regular 

and the community as a whole. 
It takes two, baby! Or three... 
or four. Nominate the library 
and its partner(s) and describe 
the amazing stuff they’re doing 
together.

Awards are again part of Cornerstone reception—from page 1

series. If Dumbledore thinks it’s 
worthy of Wizard status, nomi-
nate it!

 ● Giddy Up Partner Award—For 
those strong community partner-
ships that add value to the library 

Cornerstone Reception host Rob Ferrett, Wisconsin Public Radio, announced 
the special 2014 library awards.
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SCLS Foundation
Member Libraries
 ● Adams County Library 

 ● Angie W. Cox Public Library 
(Pardeeville)

 ● Black Earth Public Library 

 ● Brodhead Memorial Public 
Library 

 ● Friends of the Cambridge 
Community Library

 ● Columbus Public Library 

 ● Friends of McFarland Library 

 ● Jane Morgan Memorial Library 
(Cambria)

 ● LaValle Public Library

 ● Lester Public Library of Arpin

 ● Lodi Woman’s Club Public 
Library 

 ● Marshfield Public Library 
Foundation 

 ● Mazomanie Free Library

 ● Monroe Public Library 

 ● Reedsburg Public Library 

 ● SCLS Foundation 

 ● Wyocena Public Library

Foundation
contributors
These people have donated to the 
SCLS Foundation since April 1, 2015. 
The category in which each is listed 
represents their total Foundation con-
tribution to date. The 2014 Corner-
stone event raised $15,845.

Stewards – $4,999 - $1,000
First Business Bank (for the Social Ser-
vices Symposium on Sept. 11, 2015, 
which is being developed by the 
Library Innovation Subcommittee)

Patron – $250 - $499
Francis & Beverly Cherney (left off 
Spring 2015 newsletter donor list)

Foundation fund 
performance
As of July 31, 2015, the SCLS Foun-
dation fund balance (including all 
library funds) was $871,207.83.
 Year-to-date gross return is 2.05% 
and the one-year gross return for 
2014 was 7.74%. Investment per-
formance since inception on Dec. 1, 
2012, is 10.63% gross return.
 If you’d like more information 
about investing with the SCLS Foun-
dation, please contact Martha Van 
Pelt, SCLS Director.

 ● Farrah hair
 ● The Rocky Horror Show opened 

on Broadway and in movie the-
aters

 ● Bill Gates and Paul Allen founded 
Microsoft

 ● “Love Will Keep Us Together” by 
Captain and Tennille topped Bill-
board charts

 ● The Vietnam War ended
 ● President Gerald Ford survived 

two assassination attempts
 ● Muhammad Ali won the Thrilla 

in Manila
 ● Smallpox was eradicated
 ● Iron Maiden and the Sex Pistols 

got their musical starts
 ● The world population topped 

4 billion
 ● David Beckham and Angelina 

Jolie were born
 ● Jaws was tops in the box office
 ● P.G. Wodehouse and Chiang Kai-

shek died 
 ● T-shirts were upgraded from 

underwear to daily wear

 ● The Oldsmobile Cutlass and Ford 
Granada were the tops in car 
sales

 ● The New York Times Fiction best-
sellers included Centennial by 
James Michener and Ragtime by 
E.L. Doctrow

 Stop by 205 Vino in Portage on 
November 19 to help us celebrate 
our 2015 award winners and 40 
years of love keepin’ us together.
 More information is available at 
www.sclsfoundation.info.

Lordy, Lordy...—from page 4

In 2012 the SCLS Foundation passed 
the $100,000 milestone, which at 
that time was the benchmark for 
doing an annual disbursement for 
the benefit of all member librar-
ies. Having made disbursements to 
support the purchase of e-content 
through the statewide OverDrive 
collection, and also to purchase Lego 
Mindstorms robots, the Foundation 
Board realized that future disburse-
ments would be sporadic because of 
the policy requirements to use the 
annual profit and loss statement to 
calculate disbursement amounts.
 In order to ensure more frequent 
and consistent disbursements, the 

Foundation Board updates 
disbursement policy

Foundation Board modified the Dis-
bursement Policy to distribute half 
of the annually collected Foundation 
donations each year, with the other 
half invested as usual in the SCLS 
portion of the Foundation. The 50 
percent disbursement amount will 
be calculated after Foundation pro-
motion expenses (Cornerstone and 
other) are paid.
 The change takes affect imme-
diately and will be used in 2015 to 
determine the disbursement to be 
used to benefit member libraries.
 The Foundation Board also 
updated the Wealth Management 
Investment Policy, and both policies 
can be found at www.sclsfoundation.
org/about/documents.html.
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by Cindy Fesemyer, President
SCLS Foundation Board

Looking forward is what libraries do 
in order to remain vibrant and rele-
vant for years to come. We do all we 
can to keep up on tech trends, social 
service needs and pop culture crazi-
ness to make sure our communities 
will cherish us for years to come. 
The SCLS Foundation continues to 
fund cutting-edge wants and needs 
for libraries, like mobile maker kits 
and digital materials, just to name 
a couple. The Foundation honors 
forward-thinking trustees, libraries 
and librarians at our annual Corner-
stone Celebration. We maintain a 
healthy endowment as a financial safeguard for decades 
to come. Simply put, we are future-minded.
 In 2015, the SCLS Foundation is pausing to take a 

look back, though. The libraries in the system we serve 
regularly look back in order to preserve the history of 

the communities they serve, to learn 
from missteps and to repeat suc-
cesses. Your South Central Library 
System is no different. In fact, SCLS 
turns 40 years old this year. We plan 
to remind everyone at the Corner-
stone Celebration just what the world 
looked like back when we were just 
getting things started. 
    Here’s a short walk down memory 
lane for those of us who were lucky 
enough to be breathing four decades 
ago or a short lesson in the history of 
1975 for those of who weren’t. Drum 
roll, please . . .

 ● Wheel of Fortune and Saturday 
Night Live premiered

 ● Watergate topped the headlines
Please see Lordy, Lordy on page 3

Lordy, Lordy, look who’s 40!

Cindy Fesemyer


