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Pat Townsend, an Adams County 
library trustee and former nurs-
ing professional, was honored on 
Nov. 19, 2015, by the South Central 
Library System (SCLS) Foundation 
as the recipient of the 2015 Corner-
stone Award.
 This was the seventh year the 
award has been presented, and it 
honors recipients who have made 
significant contributions to the 
improvement of library service in 
their own communities, throughout 
the South Central Library System, 
and statewide.
 “Pat was an excellent choice 
because of her selfless service since 
1979,” said SCLS Foundation Board 
President Cindy Fesemyer.
 The award is given to an individual 
or individuals who have had a sig-
nificant and long-term impact on 

For service to public libraries

Pat Townsend receives 2015 Cornerstone Award
enhancing public libraries in 
South Central Wisconsin and 
represent the values and mis-
sion of the SCLS Foundation. 
The 2015 fundraising award 
reception was held at 205 
Vino in Portage.
 When accepting the 
award, Pat said that libraries 
have always been a part of 
her life, so when she moved 
to Adams County in 1979 it 
was a natural fit to become 
involved with the library.
 She was instrumental in 
the creation of the library’s 
Friends of the Library group, 
which sponsored the first 
“Chocolate Affair” fundraiser that 
continues today. The Friends pro-
motes classic film shows, chil-
dren’s programming, and many 

In recognition of the amazing work public libraries do every day while serv-
ing their communities, the SCLS Foundation honored three libraries with the 
following awards:

 ● Super Awesome Library Award—North Freedom Public Library
 ● Program Wizard Award—Mount Horeb Public Library
 ● Giddy Up Partner Award—Columbus Public Library

 “The SCLS Foundation Board is thrilled to recognize these libraries,” 
said Cindy Fesemyer, SCLS Foundation Board president and director of the 
Columbus Public Library, because “libraries are the heart and soul of a com-
munity.” Read about each award on page 2 of this edition.

other events as needed. The group 
has also sponsored art shows of 
local artists and other local presen-
tations of music and art.
 Pat was very involved in the plan-
ning and construction of the current 
library, and she continues to serve 
on the Adams County Library Board, 
a position she said she hopes to fill 
for many more years to come. She 
has served as a member of the South 
Central Library System Board of 
Trustees, and continues to participate 
when needed.
 According to Fesemyer, the sev-
enth annual Cornerstone Award 
Reception continues a fundrais-
ing tradition that has raised nearly 
$80,000 for the Foundation in the 
past seven years.

Cindy Fesemyer, left, presents the Cor-
nerstone Award to Pat Townsend, Adams 
County Library trustee.

Libraries honored with 
SCLS Foundation awards



2

South Central Library System Foundation

Libraries come in all shapes and sizes, 
and each serves its community in 
unique ways. North Freedom Public 
Library, Mount Horeb Public Library, 
and Columbus Public Library are the 
2015 recipients of the “Super Awe-
some Library Award,” the “Program 
Wizard Award,” and the “Giddy Up 
Partner Award,” respectively.

North Freedom Public Library
 The “Super Awesome Library Award” 
is ”For the library that was overall awe-
some in 2015. Maybe they handled a 
tough situation with grace. Or took a 
new approach. Or are just plain super 
awesome every day.”
 “North Freedom Public Library is a 
wonderful haven for both young and 
old, male or female,” said Marja Law-
recki, the nominator and self-described 
“proud member” of the North Freedom 
Public Library.
 “However, the most wonderful thing 
about this library—besides its wonder-
ful, helpful librarians—is that they pro-
vide reading glasses to the customers 
who have difficulty reading, or using 
the computer.”
 North Freedom also has a collec-
tion of special cake pans, in all shapes 
and sizes, that it loans out to custom-
ers. There is a teddy bear, SpongeBob 
SquarePants, a Minion, a dump truck—
nearly 70 in all.

Mount Horeb Public Library
Each October, Mount Horeb Public 
Library encourages the community to 
come together surrounding the joy of 

a good book through a series of 
programs that take place under 
the over arching theme, “The Big 
Read.”  This year the library took a 
slightly different approach when 
it chose “Go Set a Watchman” by 
Harper Lee. Set in the mid 1900s, 
this novel explores the characters’ 
personal and political struggles 
during the turbulent era that 
shaped America.
 For this program and others, 
the Mount Horeb Public Library 
has been selected to receive 
“Program Wizard Award, which 
is “For a super creative, innova-
tive and fun library program created 
by library staff. In the library or out. For 
babies or seniors or anyone in between. 
A one-off or a regular series. If Dumb-
ledore thinks it’s worthy of Wizard sta-
tus, nominate it!”
 Reference and Adult Programming 
Librarian Melissa Roelli planned and 
coordinated all events associated with 
the “Big Read,” and many other pro-
grams that took place this 
fall.  “We are so lucky to 
have her on staff,” said Jes-
sica Williams, director. The 
Big Read featured films, 
events, music and book dis-
cussions.
 “Throughout the month, 
our library featured incred-
ible programs that gave our 
community a better under-
standing of the time period 
the characters in the book 
navigated, known as the 
Civil Rights era,” Roelli said. 
“Seeing participants asking 
questions, sharing stories, and having 
‘ah-ha’ moments during the events was 
heartwarming. The discussions they 
had with each other following each pro-
gram was even better. We know these 
programs truly reached people. It is an 
honor for us as a library to be able to 
provide these enrichment opportunities 
to our community.”

Columbus Public Library
 Partnering with community organiza-
tions and agencies is common practice 

Libraries receive special Foundation awards

Mount Horeb’s Melissa Roelli & Jes-
sica Williams.

From North Freedom Public Library (l-r) are 
Catie Newby (board member), Raina Rol-
off, (director) Marja Lawrecki (nominator), 
and Gilly Newby.

Columbus Public Library’s Peter Kaland (board 
president), Cindy Fesemyer (director), and Bill 
O’Donnell (board secretary).

for public libraries, and Columbus Public 
Library received the 2015  “Giddy Up 
Partner Award” for its efforts.
 The award recognizes strong com-
munity partnerships that add value 
to the library and the community as 
a whole. In 2014, Columbus Public 
Library, Columbus Area Senior Center, 
Columbus Recreation, Columbus Com-
munity Learning Center and the Colum-
bus Community Hospital teamed up to 

create the Columbus Community Cal-
endar, a one-stop, online resource for 
happenings in and around Columbus.
 “The calendar was an instant success, 
with more and more people turning 
to it for information each month and 
over a dozen organizations now listing 
their events on a regular basis,” said 
Katy Kraemer, Columbus Schools Com-
munity Liaison. “Together, these five 
groups are setting a great example of 
how to increase the quality-of-living in 
Columbus simply by working together.”
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These people have donated to the 
SCLS Foundation since Sept. 1, 2015. 
The category in which each is listed 
represents their total Foundation con-
tribution to date. The 2015 Corner-
stone event raised nearly $14,000.

Legacy – $10,000+ 
Phyllis Davis

Benefactor – $9,999 - $5,000 
Peter & Ann Hamon
Denise Marino & Herb Paaren
Delta Properties 
First Business Bank
Stanley Talarek

Stewards – $4,999 - $1,000
Bob Blitzke & Jane Grogan
Robert Cohen
Demco
Gordon Flesch Company
Jennifer & Fred Harrington
Madison Community Foundation
Portage Library Foundation
Janet & Thomas Pugh
Wegner LLP{

Advocates – $999 - $500
John & Victoria Billings
Lauren Blough
Robert Cohen
Mark Miller
Jane Morgan Memorial Library
National Mutual Benefit
Louise Robbins
Brinnan Shaffer
Martha Van Pelt 
Woodman’s

Patron – $250 - $499
Judy Ashford
Bob Bocher & Mary O’Connor
Francis & Beverly Cherney
Phil & Judy Cox
Kathryn Curtis
Cindy Fesemyer
First Weber Group Foundation
Mike Furgal
Mark & Rebecca Ibach
Kathy & David Michaelis
Oriental Shop
Larry Podoll
Gary Poulson
Renee Ryan
Claire Rynders
Vicki Teal Lovely

Friends – $249 - $100
Pat Behling & Virginia Anderle
Kathryn Curtis
Martin & Theresa Evanson (memory of 

Bob Strous)
Edith Felts-Podoll
Tut Gramling
Jamie Healy-Plotkin
Jeanne & Edward Heideman
Peter Kaland
James & Philomena Kreten
Mary & James Nelson
Patricia Portz
Cheryl Rezabek & Robert Strous, Jr. 

(memory of Bob Strous)
Rebecca Steinhoff
Anne Streit
Shirley Strous (memory of Bob Strous)
Judy & Jerry Taft
Pat Townsend
Bill & Eleanor Voight
William Welch
Denise & John Anton Wright
Bill & Kathleen Zimdars

Supporters – $99 - $50
Maria Aristigueta & Richard Merkhofer 

(memory of Bob Strous)
John Connelly II (memory of Bob Strous) 
Susan Bangert (memory of Bob Strous)
Theodore Belanus (memory of Bob 

Strous)

Brenda Hawkins (memory of Bob Strous)
Thomas Meier (memory of Bob Strous)
Adolf Pavelec (memory of Bob Strous)
Cal Potter
Theresa Reedy-Strous (memory of Bob 

Strous)
Debra Vandenbroucke
James & Lorna Will

Sponsors – $49 - $1
Albert & Gail Brown (memory of Bob 

Strous)
Alan Creshinski (memory of Bob Strous)
Cathryn Curtner (memory of Bob Strous) 
Patrick & Lloyd Eagan (memory of Bob 

Strous)
Thomas & Phyllis Fass (memory of Bob 

Strous)
Harlan & Debbie Heller (memory of Bob 

Strous)
Richard & Loretta Kainicky (memory of 

Bob Strous)
Mary Moldenhauer & Mark Giesfeldt 

(memory of Bob Strous)
Elissa Rezabeck (memory of Bob Strous)
Colleen Storck (memory of Bob Strous)
Richard & Dolores Strous (memory of 

Bob Strous)
Donald & Rita Vosters (memory of Bob 

Strous)

Contributions for Specific Libraries
Judith Swenson to Mazomanie Free 

Library ($100)

Talk of the Town continues
Thanks to funding of $4,800 from the SCLS Foundation, the South Central Library 
System is continuing as a News Partner in CW57’s Talk of the Town program.
 Each month SCLS and its member libraries create a 5-minute interview that 
runs about 5 times during the week after recording. In addition, SCLS has multiple 
30-second commercials that run about 40 times per month.
 The interviews and commercials are on general topics related to public libraries, 
and promote the work of all libraries in the system.

Planned giving brochure available
In an effort to encourage more estate planning with an eye toward the SCLS Foun-
dation, a Planned Giving brochure has been created that is available for use by 
libraries that are members of the SCLS Foundation. You can download a pdf of the 
brochure at www.sclsfoundation.org/giving/.

Libraries can use PayPal donation option
To encourage donations to library foundation accounts, Foundation member libraries 
can use the PayPal logo on their web sites and have people specify the recipient of 
the donation. You can learn more about this at www.sclsfoundation.org/giving/.

Foundation Contributors
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Cindy Fesemyer

by Cindy Fesemyer, President, SCLS Foundation
and Director of Columbus Public Library 

Whether you think about it or not, the act of 
investing your library’s money in the SCLS Foun-
dation means you are investing in the communi-
ties served by your library. Literally. You have 
merged some of your library’s financial assets 
with those of other libraries in the System and, 
together, we are getting more bang for our buck. 
We are a community of investors. We support 
each other’s missions and support each other’s 
financial good tidings. The smart and simple act 
of investing your library’s funds in the SCLS Foun-
dation means you, along with lots of other library supporters, 
are thinking about the big picture, keeping an eye out for the 
next opportunity, saving for the future. Good for you. Good 
for the library. Most importantly, good for the community!
 Good for the community because you’re also investing in a 
more figurative way. You want to be a good steward of those 
funds by making your dollars count. When it comes time to 
spend some of those hard-earned savings, I’ll bet you take 
your time and make sure the spending plan is one that ben-

efits as many people as possible. Whether you spend small—
a few hundred for a Summer Library Program performer—or 
spend big—hundreds of thousands for a library expansion 

capital campaign seed gift—you are shepherd-
ing your dollars in the way that best serves your 
community’s needs. Planning how you’ll spend 
your dollars mean you are taking the community 
into account, placing the folks you serve above 
all else. In this way, your library reflects the wants 
and needs of the community it serves. But it can’t 
do that unless it knows those wants and needs, 
right? 
    That’s how you’re figuratively investing in your 
community. You ask people what they want for 

their community and you listen closely to their replies. Your 
actions reflect those wants and needs and help put the library 
at the heart of the community. Via the SCLS Foundation you 
are investing in making people’s lives more fun, in providing 
tools for intellectual stimulation, in bringing people together 
toward a common good. This is what libraries do. What we 
have always done. By sharing the fruits of our investment dol-
lars, we are also sharing our stories and our missions. We are 
serving our communities together. 

Libraries investing in community, together


