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Reception is Nov. 2 in McFarland

Larry Martin to receive Cornerstone Award
Now in its ninth year, the SCLS Foun-
dation Board has selected Larry J. 
Martin as the recipient of the 2017 
Cornerstone Award.
 This year’s Cornerstone Award 
Fundraising Reception will be held 
from 5-7 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 2, 
2017, at the 5100 Bar and Grill, 5100 
Erling Ave., McFarland, WI. 
 Larry is the Executive Director of 
the 25,000-member State Bar of 
Wisconsin and Director of its chari-
table arm, the Wisconsin Law Foun-
dation. He is the State Bar’s chief 
executive officer and recommends 
and participates with elected leader-
ship in formulating its policies and 
programs and is responsible for their 
implementation.  As Executive Direc-
tor, he oversees the management 
of the State Bar operations, finances 

building capacity within the organi-
zation to meet member needs.
 “Larry is very deserving of this rec-
ognition,” said Janet Pugh, President 
of the SCLS Foundation Board. “He 
has been a long-time supporter of 
libraries, and was instrumental in the 
creation of the Foundation.”
 Prior to becoming Executive Direc-
tor on July 1, 2017, Larry served for 
six years first as the State Bar’s Mem-
ber Services Director and then as its 
Associate Executive Director.  
 Before joining the State Bar, Larry 
served in a variety of executive lead-
ership positions running non-profit 
and professional associations, as well 
as a public servant in state govern-
ment. He is the former Executive 
Director of the Wisconsin Library 
Association, Executive Director of 
the Democratic Party of Wisconsin, 
and the first Executive Director of the 
Dane Fund, now known as Forward 
Community Investments, a commu-
nity development loan fund fighting 
poverty and promoting long-term 
economic self-sufficiency.  In addi-
tion, he has served in State Govern-
ment as Chief of Staff to the Lieuten-
ant Governor, Executive Assistant in 
the Department of Regulation and 
Licensing, and as a Senior Advisor to 
the Governor.
 Larry’s community involvement 
has included service on the South 
Central Library System Board and he 
was a founding member of the South

—please see Cornerstone on page 2

Award nomination deadline is Sept. 1
In an effort to recognize the amazing things public libraries do every day, 
the South Central Library System Foundation each year presents awards 
as part of the annual Cornerstone Award Reception. This year’s event 
will be held Nov. 2, and the deadline for award nominations is Sept. 1, 
2017, at 5 p.m.
 Library staff members, trustees, friends, or residents can nominate their 
library to recognize the amazing work public libraries do every day while 
serving their communities. The awards and descriptions are listed below. 
To make an online nomination, visit www.sclsfoundation.org/corner-
stone/awards.html and click on the award name.

● Super Awesome Library Award—For the library that was over-
all awesome in 2017. Maybe they handled a tough situation with
grace. Or took a new approach. Or found a lot of money under a

—please see Awards on page 2

Larry J. Martin

and its human and capital resources, 
including the development of staff 
leadership, diversity, training, and 
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Foundation fund performance
As of June 30, 2017, the SCLS Foundation fund balance (including all library 
funds) was $1,156,296.74.
 The second-quarter return was 2.67%, and the one-year return was 
11.55%. Investment performance since inception on Dec. 1, 2012, is 8.43% 
return.
 For more information about investing with the Foundation, please contact 
Martha Van Pelt, SCLS Director, at (608) 246-7975 or mvanpelt@scls.info.

Awards
from page 1

rock and did something 
really cool with it. Or got a 
lot of local support and kudos 
because they play well with 
others. Or are just plain super 
awesome every day.

 ● Program Wizard Award—For 
a super creative, innovative 
and fun library program cre-
ated by library staff. In the 
library or out. For babies or 
seniors or anyone in between. 
A one-off or a regular series. If 
Dumbledore thinks it’s worthy 
of Wizard status, nominate it!

 ● Giddy Up Partner Award—
For those strong community 
partnerships that add value 
to the library and the com-
munity as a whole. It takes 
two, baby! Or three... or four. 
Nominate the library and its 
partner(s) and describe the 
amazing stuff they’re doing 
together.

 ● Outstanding Library Volun-
teer Award—New in 2017, 
this award will recognize that 
outstanding volunteer who is 
instrumental in making your 
library what it is. This new 
award is presented annually 
to an individual who through 
their contributions has had a 
significant impact on library 
service in a single commu-
nity.

 Central Library System Foundation.
 In addition, he is an active volunteer in the Midvale Heights Neighbor-
hood Association and Our Lady Queen of Peace Church.
 The Cornerstone Award Reception is open to everyone, it is free of charge, 
and there is no need to register. There will be light refreshments and a cash 
bar.
 Mark your calendar and make plans to join us for this annual celebration of 
libraries, and the people who make them great!

Libraries can use PayPal donation option
To encourage donations to library foundation accounts, Foundation member 
libraries can use the PayPal logo on their web sites and have people specify 
the recipient of the donation. You can learn more about this at www.scls-
foundation.org/giving/.

Cornerstone—from page 1

The South Central Library System 
(SCLS) Foundation Board voted at its 
July meeting to extend membership 
in the Foundation to public libraries, 
and groups that support public librar-
ies, outside of the SCLS boundaries 
of Adams, Columbia, Dane, Green, 
Portage, Sauk and Wood Counties.
  SCLS Director Martha Van Pelt 

Foundation opens membership to libraries statewide
reported that a Certified Public 
Accountant and an attorney both 
reviewed the plan and said it doesn’t 
create any conflict with the Founda-
tion’s IRS 501(c)(3) status.
 The member agreement has been 
updated to reflect this change, and 
efforts will be undertaken in the next 
few months to promote this new ser-
vice to public libraries statewide.

 “This is an excellent way for us 
to support libraries statewide,” 
said Janet Pugh, Foundation Board 
President. “It will also help defray the 
costs of managing the Foundation for 
member libraries.
 For more information, please con-
tact Martha Van Pelt, SCLS Director, 
at (608) 246-7975 or by email at 
mvanpelt@scls.info.

The South Central Library System Foundation (SCLSF) assesses a manage-
ment fee that partially recovers the costs of its operations and services.  That 
fee had previously been a 1% annual fee, but this year the board approved a 
new tiered fee structure that decreases as a library’s fund balance increases.
 The fee starts at 1% and decreases to a minimum of  0.5%. In addition to 
the management fee, libraries pay a 0.6% charged by the holding banking/
financial institution to cover its investment services costs (based upon the 
value of the fund at the end of each prior month).
 More information about the tiered fees is available at www.sclsfoundation.
org/about/documents/TieredFeesSCLS.pdf . 

Board approves tiered fee structure
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SCLS Foundation
Member Libraries
 ● Adams County Library 
 ● Angie W. Cox Public Library 

(Pardeeville)
 ● Black Earth Public Library 
 ● Brodhead Memorial Public 

Library 
 ● Friends of the Cambridge 

Community Library
 ● Columbus Public Library 
 ● Friends of Deerfield 

Public Library
 ● Friends of McFarland Library 
 ● Jane Morgan Memorial Library 

(Cambria)
 ● LaValle Public Library
 ● Lester Public Library of Arpin
 ● Lodi Woman’s Club Public 

Library 
 ● Marshfield Public Library 

Foundation 
 ● Mazomanie Free Library
 ● Monroe Public Library
 ● Poynette Public Library 
 ● Reedsburg Public Library 
 ● Rock Springs Public Library
 ● SCLS Foundation 
 ● Wyocena Public Library

These people have donated to the SCLS Foundation since April 1, 2017. The 
category in which each is listed represents their total Foundation contribution 
to date.

Stewards – $4,999 - $1,000 Friends – $249 - $100

Bob Blitzke & Jane Grogan Athens to Atlantis Ltd.

Foundation contributors

The Wisconsin Public Library Con-
sortium (WPLC) recently announced 
the addition of 25 always-available 
audiobook titles from Blackstone 
Audio in Wisconsin’s Digital Library. 
These titles were purchased by the 
WPLC Selection Committee on June 
30 and added to the collection on 
July 3. On that day, the purchase 
immediately filled 1,625 holds. In 
just one week, the titles have circu-

Always-available audiobook collection 
added to Wisconsin’s Digital Library

lated 5,939 times.
 The titles are easily accessible 
through a curated collection titled 
“No Wait Audio!” at https://wplc.
overdrive.com/collection/98873. 
WPLC will review the possibility of 
more packages like this in the future.
 Past Foundation support was 
provided to SCLS member libraries 
to help offset annual WPLC Digital 
Library subscription costs.

“Libraries are like tree houses—excellent 
places to dream, to learn, and to share 
with friends. There’s nothing like a cozy 
library on a rainy Saturday.”

—Katharine C. Lyall,
Former President of the UW System

South Central Library System

Foundation

“For me, it is not only the Bill of Rights, or a 
free press, but a free public library system that 
makes us Americans. Anyone with a dollar 
and the ability to sign on the line receives the 
same privilege and respect as the most exalted 
member of society—even if that person has 
newspaper in her shoes.” 

—Jacquelyn Mitchard,
Author
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Tax Benefits:

A gift to the South Central 
Library System Foundation 
can provide substantial 
tax savings to the donor, 
which in effect reduces the 
cost of the gift.

1. Savings in income 
taxes by gifts of securi-
ties or property made 
during the fiscal year.

2. Savings in inheritance 
and gift taxes by be-
quests, testamentary 
trusts or gifts, or living trusts

3. Savings in capital gains taxes when 
gifts of appreciated securities or other 
property are made.

Be sure to check with your tax advisor or 
legal counsel to see whether a gift of this 
type may be of advantage to you. 

The South Central Library System Foundation en-
courages private donations and bequests to support 
library programs and resources, providing a “margin 
of excellence” beyond what public funding ensures. 

All contributions 

are tax deductible. 

Will your employer 

match your contri-

bution?

4610 S. Biltmore Ln., Suite 101

Madison, WI  53718-8345

(608) 246-7975
www.sclsfoundation.org

We pride our-
selves on the in-
novative services 
and programs 
offered, but keep-
ing pace with our 
rapidly changing 
world requires 
additional funding 
not provided by 
the public sector. 
To address this 
financial reality, 
the SCLS Founda-
tion is a 501(c)(3) 
organization that 
serves libraries in 
Adams, Colum-
bia, Dane, Green 
Portage, Sauk and 
Wood Counties.

Funds raised by the 

SCLS Foundation 

permit public librar-

ies throughout our 

SCLS Community to 

expand their excel-

lent services.

Planned giving brochure 
available for library use
Estate planning is on the minds of 
many Americans, and decisions 
about where to direct charitable con-
tributions are being made daily.
 Public libraries are often a desired 
designation for inclusion in “planned 
giving” through wills and estates, 
and those decisions are made easier 
when the individuals contemplating 
donations have information readily 
available.

 To assist South Central Library 
System Foundation member libraries 
with this type of planned giving, a 
brochure titled “Leave a Legacy” is 
available.
 The brochure explains that through 
the “Campaign to Enhance Public 
Libraries,” the SCLS Foundation raises 
private funds that will, in turn, permit 
public libraries to expand their excel-
lent services.
 There is also an explanation of the 
potential tax benefits by donating to 
the SCLS Foundation, and there is 
information about donating securities 
and/or property.
 You can download a pdf of the 
brochure at www.sclsfoundation.
org/giving/. The brochure can also 
be customized for an individual 
library, and such requests should be 
directed to  Martha Van Pelt, SCLS 
Director, at (608) 246-7975 or mvan-
pelt@scls.info.
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by Janet Pugh, President
SCLS Foundation Board
The South Central Library System is very fortunate!  We 
are blessed with an abundance of people who work hard 
to provide great service to Wisconsin through our net-
work of public libraries. SCLS is in the business of support-
ing libraries and their workers and volunteers, so 
that you and I can benefit from all that libraries 
offer. We like to think that SCLS is one of the 
best library systems in the country!
 This level of excellent service does not hap-
pen by accident. When the SCLS Foundation 
created the Cornerstone Award in 2009, we 
wanted to recognize individuals who have been 
outstanding in their leadership, vision, and hard 
work in support of South Central libraries.
 Merriam Webster’s definition of cornerstone includes 
the phrase “basic element.” In addition to being a founda-
tional piece of rock supporting a structure, a cornerstone 
can be a basic element of things less tangible: a policy, a 
program, a movement.  
 Each of our Cornerstone Awardees in the past eight 
years has been a cornerstone, an important element in 
the strength, growth, and excitement that we find in the 

South Central System. Some have worked for the system, 
providing leadership and direction for day-to-day opera-
tions and for new growth opportunities. Others have 
been important to the System’s Board of Directors and to 
the support of libraries in their home communities. There 
have been librarians in local public libraries. And there 

have been those who support libraries through 
their own businesses.  All of them have been 
unswerving in their support for the mission of 
South Central libraries to provide the best possi-
ble service to everyone who comes in the door.
    Let me be the first to invite you to the 2017 
celebration of another Cornerstone Awardee on 
Thursday, Nov. 2. We will gather at the 5100 
Bar & Grill in McFarland to honor our most 

recent “cornerstone,” Larry J. Martin. We will also rec-
ognize and celebrate some system libraries that provide 
great programs for our children and for us.
 Cornerstone people are all around us. While we honor 
those who work for libraries and their services, it is also 
good to recognize people in our own lives who we count 
on to do work where we cannot. I look forward to being 
able to lift up the people who have been important, basic 
elements—cornerstones—throughout SCLS. Join us!

The SCLS Foundation Cornerstone Award

Janet Pugh


